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D r .  Jon Beckwith 
Department of Microbiology 

and Molecular Genet ics  
Harvard Medical School 
25 Shat tuck S t r e e t  
Boston, MA 02115 

Dear Jon: 

Many thanks f o r  your l e t t e r  and i n v i t a t i o n .  Under d i f f e r e n t  c i rcumstances,  
I ' d  l ove  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ;  no t  on ly  have I followed t h e  AIDS s t o r y  c l o s e l y  - f o r  
pedagogical purposes ,  as an adv i so r  t o  Chiron, and as a r e t r o v i r o l o g i s t  - but  
I ' v e  been involved p o l i t i c a l l y  as chairman of a committee t o  f i n d  a s u i t a b l e  
name f o r  t h e  AIDS v i r u s .  So I have had more than  one i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  
p r e s s  a l ready .  

However, t h e r e  are  two main problems: I w i l l  be  i n  t h e  mids t  of l e c t u r i n g  
i n  our  v i ro logy  course ,  and I am committed t o  a t r i p  East n i n e  days l a t e r .  And, 
of course ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  matter of money. So I t h i n k  I had b e t t e r  say  no. 

Your program looks  e x c e l l e n t .  ( I  w a s  p leased  t o  see a co l l eague  of my 
w i f e ' s  - David Ansley from t h e  Mercury N e w s  - on t h e  schedule . )  
suggest ion:  Col in  Norman of Sc ience  whose account of t h e  v i r u s - r e l a t e d  p o l i t i c s  
w a s  exemplary. To add someone i n  s c i e n c e  who has  followed t h i n g s  c l o s e l y  you 
might t r y  John Cof f in ,  a r e t r o v i r o l o g i s t  a t  T u f t s  (an  a r t i c u l a t e  member of 
our  nomenclature committee, bu t  no t  working on AIDS) o r  an academic c l i n i c i a n ,  
l i k e  Ken MacIntosh. 

I do have one 

B e s t  wishes ,  

Harold E. Varmus, M.D. 
American Cancer Soc ie ty  
P ro fes so r  of Molecular Virology 
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